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LECTURE. 
THE STAGES AND TREATMENT OF 
GONORRH@A. 


BY PROFESSOR FRANK F. MAURY, M. D., 
Of Philadelphia, 


We have here four typical cases. Three of 
them are in the second stage, as I shall pres- 
ently describe it, and the fourth has the third 
stage, or what is known as gleet. 

The first stage of gonorrhoea makes its appear- 
ance after a varying time. In one of our cases 
it came on two or three days after his impure con- 
nection, in another four days after, and in the 
third six days after. There is a popular 
impression that if nine days pass safely, 
there is no danger; but I think this is an error. 
The incubation may be longer than this, 
although it is unusual. 

When the first stage comes on, it is in the fol- 
lowing way: The patient notices a tickling 
sensation in the head of his penis, just behind 
the meatus urinarius, which is rather pleasant 
than otherwise. The next day he observes a 
little puffiness; and the next, perhaps, that 
when he goes to urinate the meatus is frozen 
over, as it were, its lips glued together with a 
little tenacious mucus. Phen follows the second 
stage, with well-developed gonorrheeal symp- 
toms. When he wants to urinate, he assumes 
what he thinks a comfortable position; he lets 
the urine come slowly, and when it does it feels 
like passing a razor’s edge along the urethra, or 
a lot of carpet tacks, causing much agony. There 
may not be quite so severe distress in every 
case, but in many there is, and in all there is 





some. Beside this, there is a general turgidity 

of the vessels of the penis, with a hyper-sensitive 

condition, so that upon the slightest excitement 
the penis becomes erect or semi-erect, with pain 

accompanying. Often, in bed, the warmth causes 

the organ to be filled with blood, and the man 

awakes to find it stiff and aching. This sort of 

erection is not usually perfect and natural ; it is 

partial, and the penis is not straight, but bent 

downward, to one side. It is called chordee. 

When this comes on, the man will be apt to do 
one of two or three things. He will tuck his 
penis back between his legs; then, when he lets 
go, it emerges, and he pushes it back again ; 
and so on, over and over. One of these men 
grins as I say this, and I will venture to ask 
what he does, to which he replies that he tucks 
his penis between his legs. I never asked him 
before, and had no means of knowing it was so 
in his case, but my observation has taught 
me. Another man will run and lay his penis 
on a cold slab of stone, or place it into a basin 
of cold water. You may think these are queer de- 
scriptions ; but they are facts, and I tell them 
in this way so that you will remember them. 
They may seem laughable, but it is no laugh- 
ing matter to the man who has chordee. 

With these conditions, there is a creamy, 
purulent discharge from the urethra. After 
this follows the third stage, or the stage of de- 
cline, in which all the symptoms lose their 
acuteness ; the chordee diminishes and disap- 
pears, -and the discharge becomes less and 
assumes a milky or lactescont appearance, and 
finally disappears altogether. 

Now as to treatment. I do not commend 
the old abortive method, in which powerful 
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astringent or cauterant injections were prac- 
ticed. It used to cause strictures, and has 
been justly abandoned. 

In the first place you must attend to matters 
of common sense. The patient must make up 
his mind to treatment for three or four weeks, 
and should be warned that the trouble may 
resist fur a much longer time. If it becomes 
gleet, it will be extremely troublesome, to you 
as well as the patient. I would rather see any 
surgical case come to my office than see a man 
with gleet come and pull my door-bell. 

But to speak of treatment. There. must be 
total abstinence from women ; no sexual excite- 
ment whatever. The man must avoid every- 
thing which suggests thoughts of indulgence. 
If he be young and has a sweetheart, he must 
not go to see her, but must stay away. A 
married man should not sleep with his wife, 
for her sake as well as for his own.. He should 
avoid hot baths. These may excite the urethra 
and increase the discharge. Excitement acts 

‘ery powerfully upon the urethra, and has been 
sufficient to cause urethritis. Ricord tells of a 
case of a French doctor, whose lust was excited 
toward a certain. woman; but he never had 
connection with. her. 


not have intercourse, his excitement was so 
intense that in a few days he had an inflamma- 
tion of the urethra, with a discharge precisely 
like that of gonorrhoea. In like manner, I am 
inclined to believe that a very hot bath might 
even cause a urethritis, and that it would cer- 
tainly aggravate an existing one. 

You will be apt to find that men who get 
gonorrheea are men who drink. This must be 
stopped. Yet there will be some who will tell 
you they cannot stop altogether without at- 
tracting too much attention. These you may 
allow to drink claret and Bordeaux, light 
wines; but no brandy, or champagne, or 
Bhine wines, or acids, or malt liquors. Their 
diet must be light; highly-seasoned meats and 
condiments must be avoided. Nothing which 
is a stimulating diuretic should be taken. In 
the spring, caution your patients against eating 
asparagus, because it acts upon the kidneys. 
Let the diet be largely vegetable ; and of meats, 
choose fowl and fish. Let large quattities of 
demulcent drinks be used. 

Locally, you cannot adopt a routine treat- 
ment. I cannot give you any prescription to 
be used in every case; you must be guided 
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One day. he occupied a. 
room with her at a hotel, and though he did. 
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by circumstances. But I will give you some 
formule which may be used at your discretion, 

You can use a mixture containing vegetable 
and mineral astringents, say :— 

RK. Tinct. matico, . 
Tinct. catechu, 
Ext. opii aquos, 
Plumbi acetat, 
Glycerine, 
Aqueze rose, 

You may substitute for the acetate of lead 
sixteen grains of sulphate of zinc, or of the 
biborate of zinc, which has recently been used 
with much success. 

There is another form of injection, which acts 
by making a coating for the inflamed mem- 
brane. It consists of bismuth held in suspen- 
sion, which, when injected, gives a mechanical 
protection. 


R. Bismuth subnitratis, 
Glycerinze 
Aque rose, 
Sig.—Shake well when used. 


ai A3j 


i 
Biv 
ae vss. 


One thing you should never neglect ; that is, 
to instruct your patient how to use the injec- 
tion. Let him first empty his bladder, then 
stand over a chamber, retract his foreskin, and 
hold his penis, with his thumb on one side and 
his finger on the other, so as to close the meatus 
against the nozzle of the syringe, never holding 
above and below, for that spreads the meatus, 
Then let him inject about a fluid drachm, slowly 
and deliberately. There is no danger of foreing 
the injection into the bladder, and no pains 
need be taken to prevent it. After the injec 
tion is in, let it be gently worked backward and 
forward along the urethra, to distribute it 
nicely, and retained for afew minutes. Then 
let it come away, as much as will flow of 
readily. 

The nozzle of the syringe should not be 
longer than about three-eighths of an inch, 
because often the trouble is close to the orifice of 
the urethra, and a longer nozzle would prevent 
the injections coming well in contact with it. 

This application is best made in the morning, 
after the daily stool, again about noon, and 
again about 5 or 6 o’clock; not just before 
bedtime, as is sometimes recommended. The 
manipulations tend to increase the disposition 
to chordee, and should not be made just before 
going to bed. Three or four times in the 
twenty-four hours is often enough for its em- 
ployment. 


M. 





' fo 8 Ff 838 38 


June 17, 1876.| 


I would suggest the internal use of oil 
of yellow sandalwood (Santalum myrtifolium), 
in doses of 15 to 18 drops, which, three or 
four times a day, can be given in capsules, or 
on a lump of loaf-sugar. This remedy may 
cause some vertigo, so you should warn your 
patients not to be alarmed at such an effect. It 
does not act disagreeably upon the digestive 
organs, as copaiva often does. 

If you wish to use copaiva, you may write :— 


kK. Tinct. sanguinarie, 
Tinct. kino, 
Balsami copaive, 
Spirits stheris nitrosi, 44 1.3) 
Ol. gaultheriz, fi.3j. M. 
Sig.—A teaspoonful every four hours. With 
these use large diluent drinks. 


In gleet, you must increase the strength of 
your injections. You may use sulphate of cop- 
per or permanganate of potash, two to four 
grains to the ounce of water. You may give 
internally ten to fifteen drops of Venice turpen- 
tine, in globules. 


<> 


CoMMUNICATIONS. > 
CUPPING AND ICE IN ACUTE 
GASTRITIS. 


BY 8S. B. CHASE, M. D., 
Of Osage, Iowa. 


Returning home Monday evening, March 27, 
1876, badly chilled from an extensive ride into 
the country, I ate a hearty supper, and went 
out to visit some patients in the city. Although 
I began to feel distress directly after eating, I 
was able to very nearly complete my calls befure 
I wascompelled to return, at ll p.m. Being 
greatly fatigued, I retired, and immediately fell 
asleep, toawake in an hour witha terrible gastric 
pain in the splenic portion of the stomach. 

In half an hour I began to vomit its sour and 
acrid contents. I took an alkali and some lacto- 
peptine, which neutralized the acidity, but did 
not check the vomiting or relieve the pain. 
This continuing to increase, I applied sinapisms 
freely over the epigastrium, and began the use 
of morph. sulph., with small doses of submur. 
hyd., dry, on the tongue. The vomiting par- 
tially abated, but the pain continued, compel- 
ling the free use of anodynes. 

Active counter-irritation was constantly main- 
tained, and opium taken in large doses, with 
such a mitigation of the symptoms as gave a 
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confident hope of relieving the congestion ; yet, 
in defiance of the most energetic contra-efforts, 
it passed rapidly into inflammation. The usual 
treatment was employed, and vigorous exertions 
were made to allay the early-developed heat. 
As the stomach had rejected everything, an 
unsuccessful attempt was made to alleviate by 
cold externally. 

Thus the conflict raged until the next Mon- 
day, when the indications, to me, were that the 
straggle was most over, unless I could get 
immediate relief. The heat was so intense that 
small pieces of ice would be ejected with great 
force the instant swallowed, the water melted 
from them following in foam. 

Atthis stage, Dr. Whitley, in whose care I was, 
summoned Dr. Blackman, of West Mitchell, in 
consultation, who decided, as had Dr. Whitley, 
that the only hope was to force ice into my sto- 
mach, and compel its retention 

Dr. Blackman then prepared large cups, so 
that, when ignited, a volume of flame streamed 
from them two to three feet. Then, like Pyr- 
rhus in the palace of Priam, with a whirl he 
brought them down upon my swollen stomach. 
For an instant it almost seemed as though 
soul and body would separate, so great was 
the soreness, both external and internal ; yet 
each application gave relief. Although accus- 
tomed to using cups, and seeing them used by 
others, I never before realized their wondrous 
power. 

After thus applying a number of them, they 
began to feed me with finely-shaven ice, literally 
gorging me, as our good grand-dames do turkeys 
for Christmas fattening. The desire to vomit 
seemed irresistible, yet to do so appeared 
impossible. The capping and ice diet were con- 
tinued an hour, changing the cups every ten to 
fifteen minutes, until my entire gastric region 
looked as though it had been the focus of a bat- 
tering-ram. 

At the close of the first half-hour all inclina- 
tion to vomit ceased. In three quarters 
my stomach appeared saturated, and the melted 
ice began to trickle through the pylorus. An 
almost incredible amount of ice was taken dur- 
ing the following five days and nights, my sto- 
mach craving and tolerating it. Near the close 
of the fifth day, I commenced to take water 
with the ice. 

Saturday morning I was so greatly relieved 
that I thought the danger passed, when, with- 
out premonition, I sank suddeply into a cold 
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sweat, which continued until Monday morning, 
very nearly taking what vitality remained. 
Although so grievous to endure, this had “a 
silver lining,” as the heat and pain, which had 
continued “an abiding affliction,’ gradually 
passed away with the sweating. 

Tuesday the mucous membrane began to 
slough in my mouth, and extending into my 
stomach, appeared to slough deeply there, occa- 
sioning an intense, burning, stinging pain, which 
continued until Saturday. The ice had probably 
something to do with this. My mouth was terri- 
bly burned, my tongue deeply fissured, and the 
week a very distressing one. The following 
was more comfortable ; but on Monday of the 
fifth week I was somewhat startled by strong 
indications of gastric ulceration and gangrene. 
This yielded to carbo ligni. 

The last week was much like the preceding, 
my tongue giving me the most discomfort; but 
little heat and pain remained in my stomach, as 
I did not vex it with anything, ice water being 
all I attempted to take. On the thirty-fifth day 
I made the first successful attempt to take 
nourishment, every previous endeavor having 
given distress, the stomach not even tolerating 
gum-acacia water, or that of ulmi cort. 

A nourishing enema was given me the second 
week ; but as it created nausea, it was not re- 
peated, my continuing strength rendering it un- 
necessary. During the entire five weeks I did 
not take as much nutriment as one-third of a 
cup of milk would furnish, and this to my detri- 
ment. On the thirty-fourth day I felt the first 
symptoms of exhaustion. I think my vital 
energy would have supported me another week, 
yet I was very glad not to be compelled to try it. 

While I would have preferred to study the 
symptoms and treatment of this distressing and 
dangerous disease under other circumstances, 
yet to watch its progress and note its changes 
afforded me an interesting theme for reflection. 
After the second week I took little medicine. 
Circulation moderate most of the time, attribu- 
table doubtless to the nausea. Respiration 
rapid, necessitating a continued low tempera- 
ture. I do not find this disease very satis- 
factorily treated in medical works. Dr. Flint’s 
is the best. 

I have now been “‘on my food ” three weeks, 
and, contrary to my expectation, my stomach 
does duty well. Ican, with caution, take toast 
and very nearly raw beef with satisfaction and 
impunity. Although anemic, and feet and limbs 
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much swollen, the present indications are that 
my “ life’s labor” is not yet done, though the 
outlook is a slow recovery. I regret that I shall 
be unable to attend the meeting of the American 
Medical Association. I had looked forward to 
this with strong desire and joyous expectation, 
I trust you will have the best session in its 
history, which will be wishing you great suc- 
cess. 

It has not been my purpose to give a detailed 
history of this case, as it would be incompatible 
with an article like this. My object has been 
to call attention to cupping and ice in its treat- 
ment, as to these, under Providence, I owe my 
life. I cannot close this imperfect sketch with- 
out making grateful mention of Dr. Whitley, 
whose care was unremitting day and night 
during my long and painful sickness; of Dr. 
Blackman, to whom I am indebted more than 
words can express; of Dr. Moore, of this city, 
and Dr. Smith, of Charles City, for valuable ser- 
vices cheerfully rendered. 

+p oe 


MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 


AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


On Tuesday, June 6, 1876, Dr. W. K. Bow- 
ling, of Tennessee, Retiring President, called 





‘the Association to order, at 11 a. m., and intro- 


duced Dr. J. Marion Sims, President elect. 

Vice-presidents Dr. S. Lilly, N. J.; E. D. 
Seelye, Ala.; N. Pinkney, U. S. N., were at 
their posts. 

The session was opened with prayer by Rev. 
E. R. Beadle, p. p., of Philadelphia. 

Dr. Wm. Pepper, Chairman, on behalf of the 
Committee of Arrangements, welcomed the 
delegates and announced the programme for 
the meetings. 

He offered, as Members by Invitation, Dr. 
Wywoodzoff, of St. Petersburg, Russia; W. 
Roth, Surgeon General of the German Army; 
Assistant Surgeons, H. Heymann, and Max 
Brille; Surgeon General J. K. Barnes, of the 
U. 8. Army, and D. Saffray, of Paris, France. 

On motion, the reading of the roll was dis- 
pensed with, and all on the roll were accepted 
as properly accredited. 

e reported several disputed cases, which 
were referred to the Judicial Council. 

The Permanent Secretary read a letter from 
Dr. W. O: Baldwin, of Ala., regretting his 
inability to be present. 

Vice-President Dr. S. Lilly having taken the 
chair, the President then delivered the Annual 
Address. 

On motion of Dr. W. Brodie, ‘of Michigan, 
the thanks of the Association were tendered to 
the President for his address, and it was referred 
to the Committee of Publication. 
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Several volunteer papers were offered and 
appropriately referred. 

a motion of Dr. Toner, the Address in Sur- 
gery was made the special order for Wednesday, 
at 10 a.m; the Address in State Medicine for 
12, and that on Obstetrics for 10, on Thursday. 

The list of Committees was called, and as 
they reported they were referred to the appro- 
priate Sections. 

On motion of Dr. Busey, D. C., the States 
were requested to select their members of the 
Committee on Nominations, and report them at 
9} on Wednesday. Adjourned. 


Wepnespay, JuNE 7TH. 


The President called the session to order at 
9} A. M. 

The Permanent Secretary called the roll of 
States, and the names of the members of the 
Committee on Nominations were reported. 

On motion of Dr. Keller, it was agreed to 
erect a platform in front of the present one, as 
the speakers could not be heard. 

The Secretary read areport from the Judicial 
Council, as follows :— 

The Judicial Council have decided that the 
delegates from the Arkansas State Medical 
Society, or the New Society, be admitted as the 
proper representation from that State. 

Dr. R. C. Kedzie, Michigan, read the address 
on State Medicine and Public Hygiene. His sub- 
ject was “ Natural Purifiers.”” It was referred to 
the Committee of Publication. 

On motion of Dr. Jones, of Ohio, the resolu- 
tion attached was adopted. 

Resolved, That it is the first duty of States 
and municipalities, first in importance, and first 
in the order of time, to make a sanitary survey 
of the water supply, to preserve it against all 
unnecessary and avoidable contamination. 2. 
That no municipality should introduce a 
water system without at the same time provid- 
ing a corresponding and coextensive sewer 
system. 

On motion, Drs. W. Hiorth and H. C. Holst, 
of Norway, were elected members by invitation. 

Dr. A. Garcelon, of Maine, delivered the 
address in Surgery. Referred to Committee of 
Publication. 

The report of Dr. E. Seguin was read, and 
~ accompanying resolution adopted, as fol- 
ows :-— 

Dr. Edward Seguin, in the name of the pre- 
vious commission, reports :— 

Since several years, the American Medical 
Association has given its support to a measure 
of great interest for those who bave at heart the 
advance of physics, namely :— The establishment 
of uniform means of observation, and of medical 
records, for the physicians of all countries. 
_This action of the American Medical Asso- 
ciation has been expressed by the adoption of 
successive resolutions, and by the sending of 
delegates charged with the mission of advocat- 
ing this reform :-— 

In 1873. To the British Medical Associa- 

tion, meeting in London ; and to the French 
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Association for the Advancement of the 
Sciences, meeting at Lyons. 

In 1874. To the British Medical Association, 
meeting at Norwich; and to the French 
Association for the Advancement of the 
Sciences, meeting at Lille. 

In 1875. To the International Medical Con- 
gress, meeting at Bruxelles. 

In 1876 (next September), the same Con- 
gress will meet in this very place; and 
now the American Medical Association is 
called to decide what position it will as- 
sume in this matter. 

Will it recede from its former position, and 
leave the task to second hand promoters; or 
will it continue its initiative before the Inter- 
national Council ? 

This is not only a question of pride for the 
Association; it is also one of justice to. the 
American physicians at large. If the constitu- 
tion and by-laws of this Association prescribe 
an annual transfer of its meetings from one part 
to another of this vast country, it is to give us 
opportunities to study and express the wants of 
the whole profession. Of these wants, none 
has been found more deeply felt than the one of 
partaking, as givers and receivers, in the dis- 
coveries of our art. But this want is not ours 
alone ; it is unjversal ; and the American Medi- 
cal Association will deserve the thanks of all 
for having planned and carried into execution 
the most important instrument of international- 
ization in medical progress. 

Therefore, it is hoped that the Association 
will charge its delegates of former years to con- 
tinue to advocate the uniformity of means of 
observation before the various Medical Socie- 
ties, and particularly at the next International 
Medical Congress, and report next year what 
success they will have met. 

Resolved, that this Association charges its 
delegates to advocate the uniformity of means 
of observation as hitherto, and especially at the 
International Medical Congress to be held in 
Philadelphia, September 1878. 

On motion of Dr. Atkinson, Drs. Seguin and 
Bowditch were made members of the delegatidn 
to the Congress for that purpose. 

Invitations from the Academy of Natural 
Sciences and the University of Pennsylvania 
were read, and thanks returned. 

The Secretary read the resignation of Dr. F. 
G. Smith, from membership on the Committee 
of Publication, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Nominations. 

The report of the committee on a paper en- 
titled Excision of the Joints was read, as fol- 
lows :— 

Pai.apeLpaia, May 20th, 1875. 
To the American Medical Association :— 

Your Committee, appointed at the last session 
of the Association, fo examine and report upon 
an essay entitled “‘ Upon Excision of the Larger 
Joints of the Extremities,” bearing the motto, 
‘“‘ Labor omnia vincit,” begs leave to report 
that it has thoroughly examined the same. 
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The committee finds in the essay carefully pre- 
d statistical tables of three thousand eight 
undred and ninety-eight cases of excisions of 
joints. Anatomical details and special surgical 
considerations connected with the several joints 
in question are included in the article, together 
with a full bibliography. 

Upon opening the sealed envelope which 
accompanied the essay, the name of its author 
= found to be Dr. H. Culbertson, of Zanesville, 

hio. 

Your committee decided that the essay was 
in every way worthy of the prize offered by the 
Association. 

While venturing to express its own opinion 
that the article is too bulky for insertion in 
the Transactions of the Association, the com- 
mittee would recommend that the article be 
referred to the Publication Committee, and asks 
for its own discharge. 

Samve. AsHuHovrst. 
S. D. Gross. 
D. Hayes Acnew. 


On motion of Dr. Sayre, the report was 
adopted, and the paper referred to the Com- 
mittee of Publication. 

The Committee on Prize Essays reported as 
follows :— 


Puitapetpaia, May 20th, 1876. 


To the President of the American Medical As- 
sociation. 


Dear Sir.—The undersigned, a committee 
appointed at the last meeting of the Association, 
to report on prize essays, have the honor to 
state that only two essays have been handed in, 
entitled, respectively, ‘‘ Explorations in Physi- 
ology,” and “ Experimental Therapeutics,’ and 
that, in their opinion, neither of them is 
worthy of the reward. 

S. D. Gross, Chairman. 
ALFRED STILLE. 
Evversiie WALLACE. 
Horatio C. Woop, Jr. 
Francis Guryey Sirs. 


The report was accepted. 

On motion of Dr. Thompson, the Committee 
of Publication were instructed to publish the 
Transactions in several volumes, if necessary. 

A ¢ommunication was read from the Ameri- 
can Pharmaceutical Association :— 

At a meeting of the American Pharmaceuti- 
cal Association, held in Boston September 9th, 
1875, a committee, whose names are annexed, 
was appointed to confer with the American 
Medical Association, and to suggest to that 
body the advantage which would result from 
selecting a list of dangerously active medical 
preparations, noting their maximum doses and 
the maximum quantity which may be adminis- 
tered safely during twenty-four hours, and 
whieh quantity ought not be exceeded in pre- 
scriptions, without the addition of some caution 
mark, previously agreed upon, by the physi- 
cian. In case a prescription is presented to be 
compounded with articles ordered in quantities 
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exceeding these maximum doses thus laid 
down, and without the caution marks annexed, 
the pharmacist should return the prescription 
to the physician, in order that the requisite 
caution mark or marks should be added. 

It is believed by us that this observance 
would often prove of practical value, not alone 
to the physician and pharmacist, but also to 
the patient. It is intended by no means to 
indicate in any way the limit to which the 
medical attendant may prescribe any remedial 
agent, however powerful. Yet, as pharmacists, 
we must confess that very often we would feel 
greatly relieved if excessive or unusual doses 
of potent medicines were marked in some defi- 
nite way by the prescriber, to show that they 
were thus intended to be administered. For 
the double purpose, then, of guarding in some 
degree the safety of the patient, and at the 
same time relieving the pharmacist from an 
unpleasant responsibility, we earnestly request 
the American Medical Association, in any wa 
it may judge most expedient, to submit this 
subject to the careful consideration and action 
of their body; for we believe it belongs to the 
medical profession, rather than to the pharma- 
cist, so to act. 

Yeu may be aware that in some European 
countries a list, as here suggested, is framed 
by legal enactment, and published by authority, 
and appended to the pharmacopeceia, becomin 
thus obligatory on every pharmacist. e 
believe the same action might be carried into 
effect in this country under the authority of 
the medical and pharmaceutical societies. 

W. H. Pitz, Philadelphia, 

Louis Doume, Baltimore, Committee. 

Cuas. L. Exerue, Philadelphia, 

On motion of Dr. Atkinson, it was referred to 
a committee, consisting of Drs. Stillé, Biddle 
and Rogers. 

On motion of Dr. S. D. Gross, it was 

Resolved, That those medical gentlemen pre- 
sent ai this meeting, who were permanent mem- 
bers, but are now excluded from membership 
simply on account of being in arrears, be re- 
instated to membership, if full payment be 
made at once of all dues. 

The reports of the Treasurer, showing a bal- 
ance in the treasury of over $7000, and of the 
Committee of Publication, were read and ac- 
cepted. 

The report of the Librarian, showing con- 
tinued increase in the library, and with the fol- 
lowing resolutions attached, was received, and 
the resolutions adopted :— 

Resolved, That the Librarian be furnished 
yearly with one hundred copies of the volume 
of Transactions, for exchange with foreiga 
medical and scientific societies and prominent 
foreign medical journals. 

Resolved, That as complete a set as practicable 
of the Transactions be furnished to the Inspec- 
tor General of Customs, Shanghai, China, and 
to the Académie Royale de Médecine de Bel- 
gique; and further, that, if practicable, vols. 4; 
14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21 and 22 of the 
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Transactions be furnished to the Royal Medical 
and Chirurgical Society of London. 

The bill of the Librarian, $8.55, was ordered 

id. 
Tae. Barr was made a member by invitation. 

An invitation to visit their building was re- 
ceived from the College of Pharmacy, and ac- 
cepted. 

aon of Dr. Logan, of California, was 
read, and ordered to be entered on the minutes. 

Dr. H. T. Rennolds, of Md., offered a resolu- 
tion that five thousand copies of that part 
of the President’s address referring to syphilis 
be printed for general distribution. 

r. Quimby. of N. J., offered an amendment, 
which was accepted by Dr. Rennolds, that ten 
thousand copies be sent to the Secretary of each 
district or county association, to be distributed 
among the clergy and other educated members 
of the community. 

Dr. Obr, of Md., offered, to amend, that they be 
sent by the permanent Secretary, to the mem- 
bers of this Association, with the request that 
they distribute them. After some discussion 
the amendment was adopted, and the resolu- 
tion as amended was adopted. 

: The delegates to Brussels reported as fol. 
lows :— 


Mr. President and Gentlemen of the American 
Medical Association. 


Sirs—At the last meeting of your honorable 
body, held at Louisville,,Ky., May 4 to 7 
inclusive , 1875, the following resolution, offered 
by Dr Edward Seguin, of New York, was 
adopted, viz :— 

“Therefore, the American: Medical Associa- 
tion resolve to nominate new delegates, commis- 
sioned to again advocate in Europe the unity of 
clinical observation, and charge them to report 
progress, in brief, at the meeting of 1876.” 

In accordance therewith, the following gen- 
tlemen were commissioned as such delegates, 
namely :— 

Drs. H. D. Holton, of Vermont; A. E. M. 
Pardy, H. B. Sands, John Draper, J. C. Hutch- 
ison, E. C. Harwood, of New York; H. R. 
Storer, and L. F. Warner, of Massachusetts ; 
EK. T. Easley, of Texas; J. A. Adrain, of Indi- 
ana; and Juhn Morris, of Maryland. 

Arriving at Brussels, Belgium, the American 
delegatiun was found to consist of only two 
members, Drs. J. A. Adrain, of Indiana, and E. 
C. Harwood, of New York. They felt great re- 
gret at not finding a larger number present. 

They were received with distinguished con- 
sideration and marked courtesy by the Inter- 
national Medical Congress, there convened, on 
the 19th day of September ; and as soon as their 
presence. was officially announced to that body, 
they were enthusiastically and unanimously 
made Honorary Presidents. 

Feeling the responsibility which devolved upon 
them, as the only representatives present from 
the American Medical Association, they at once 
es to forward the measures which they 

been appointed to advocate. They are not 
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at the present time able to present the result of 
their efforts, owing to the fact that the transac- 
tions of the International Medical Congress have 
not yet reached this country. The serious 
illness of the Secretary-General, M. Warlomont, 
has alsv delayed that publication several months. 
They can, therefore, merely report progress. 
However, from conversations held with various 
distinguished gentlemen present on the occasion, 
they feel quite fully warranted in saying that 
their propositions in _— behalf would be very 
favorably entertained. 

Your delegates wish to express the great 
pleasure and gratification which they expe- 
rienced in the manner of their reception by the 
Congress, by the City of Brussels—having been 
made its guests—and by his Majesty, the King 
of Belgium, at the royal palace. 

They desire also to acknowledge courtesies 
from Drs. Edward Seguin, of New York; 
Henry Collignon, of Brussels; and Alexander 
Ogiston, Surgeon to the Aberdeen Royal In- 
firmary, Scotland. 

They have referred to the fact that, owing to 
the illness of the Secretary General of the 
International Congress, the publication of its 
Transactions, in extenso, has been delayed 
several months. 

They are happy to say that they were for- 
tunate enough to secure and bring with them 
an official copy of the minutes of the Congress, 

ublished in a small pamphlet in the French 
anguage. From this document, through the 
courtesy of Dr. George W. Wells, of New York 
City, a translation of the essential points of 
what transpired has been made and compiled, 
under the title “ Brief Résumé of the Proceed- 
ings of the International Medical Congress at 
Brussels, 1875,”’ etc., a copy of which is here- 
with submitted as a portion of this report. 

To the English reading portion of our pro- 
fession this Résumé will be found of special 
interest; but the French reading physician is 
referred to the full ‘‘ Transactions,’ which may 
be obtained from the Secretary General at a 
cost in gold of about the same as our own Trans- 
tions. 

All of which is respectfully submitted in 
behalf of the American Delegation to the Inter- 
national Medical Congress, Brussels. 

Epwarp C. Harwoop, m. v., of New York, 
Chairman. 
New York City, June 6th, 1876. 


The report was accepted and referred to the 
Committee of Publication. 

On motion of Dr. Toner, an obituary of Dr. 
Armsby was ordered to be read. The Perma- 
nent Secretary read a part, when it was referred 
to the Committee of Publication. 

On motion, the Association adjourned, until 
Thursday at 9} o’clock a. m. 


Taurspay’s Szssion. 
Adjourned to the Alhambra, by reason of 
want of power to hear in the Horticultural Hall. 
On motion of Dr. Keller, the acceptance of 
the roll of members was reconsidered. 
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The Secretary then called the roll in part. 

At 10 o'clock Dr. Busey delivered the address 
in Obstetrics. 

On motion of Dr. J. L. Atlee, it was referred 
to the Committee of Publication, and to the 
Section, for discussion. 

Dr. Murdoch, of Pennsylvania, moved to dis- 

mse with the further call of the roll, and that 
it be referred to-a committee, Dr. Toner Chair- 
man, for examination. 

On motion of Dr. Toner, this was laid on the 
table. 

The Secretary continued to call the roll. 

Dr. Frothingham objected to all from the State 
Medical Society of Michigan, and asked that 
a be referred to the Judicial Council. 

he Secretary, at this point, read a partial 
report of the Judicial Council :— 

The Judicial Council have decided that the 
delegates from the Michigan State Society be 
admitted as delegates to the American Medical 
Association. S. N. Bennam, Secretary. 

As the name of Dr. Sarah Hackett Stevenson 
was called, Dr. Brodie moved that the names of 
all female delegates be referred to the Judicial 
Council. This was, on motion, laid on the table. 

With the few exceptions of the names of those 
not now permanent members, and those register- 
ing as delegates from hospitals and bodies not en- 
titled to representation, on motion of Dr. 
Toner, the roll as called was then confirmed. 

On motion of Dr. Holton, of Vermont, the 
Secretary was directed, at future meetings, to 
print each day the names as enrolled. 

Dr. Reese, of New York, offered a resolution 
on patents, which, on motion of Dr. Jones, of 
Ohio, was referred to the Judicial Council. 

Dr. Hunt, of New Jersey :— 

Resolved, That the Judicial Council, con- 
sider that portion of the President’s Address 
which relates to ethics, and report next year if 
alterations are needed. 

Dr. Réese -~— 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed by 
the Chair, to consider upon and propose such 
revision of the Codeof Ethics of this Association 
as they may deem practicable, and report at the 
meeting of the Association next year. 

On motion of Dr. Busey, it was laid on the 
table. 

The address of Dr. E. L. Howard being in 
order, he was not well enough to respond. 

Dr. Keller read the report from the McDowell 
Memorial Fund :— 


REPORT FROM TRUSTEES OF M’DOWELL ESSAY FUND. 


Total amount of subscriptions received 
to date 


Amount in hands of Treasurer.......: 


$154.00 
* * - * * * * * 

Resolved, That, until the sum of ten thousand 
dollars be raised, the annual fee of membership 
be increased from five dollars to six dollars, and 
that this increase of one dollar be set aside to 
create the fund. 
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On motion of Dr. Toner, the report was 
accepted. 

Dr. Busey objected to the change in the dues, 

Dr. Waterman, of Ind.,- moved to appoint a 
committee of seven to take up a gollection at 
once. 

On motion of Dr. J. L. Atlee, it was laid on 
the table. 

Dr. Toner moved to appropriate $1000 from 
the treasury. 

Dr. Howard rose to a point of order, that 
suc matters could be considered only on the 
first and fourth days. 

On motion of Dr. Raymond, Dr. Toner’s reso- 
lution was laid on the table till to-morrow. 

Dr. Woodward urged that the regular order 
of business be resumed. 

Announcements were made of papers in the 
sections. 

Dr. Henry A. Martin, of Mass., offered the 
following :— 

Resolved, That the subject of bovine or animal 
vaccination is one demanding serious investiga- 
tion from this Association, that approval and 
endorsement may be given to it if considered 
worthy; condemnation if it shall be considered, 
as compared with the usual or ‘‘ arm to arm” 
method, unworthy of such approval ; therefore, - 

Resolved. That a Committee on Animal Vacci- 
nation be formed, to consist of a chairman and 
two associates to be selected by him, which shall 
report upon the whole subject of animal vacci- 
nation at the next meeting of this Association. 

On motion, the President was directed to 
appoint the committee entire 

Br. H. W. Jones, of Chicago, IIl., was 
appointed a delegate to foreign medical societies. 

On motion adjourned till Friday at 94 a. m. 


Fripay, June 9. 


The Association met again at the Hall, the 
Alhambra being occupied. 

A charge, by Dr. E. Richardson, against the 
Illinois State Medical Society, was presented 
and referred to the Council. 

On motion of Dr. Toner; it was 

Resolved, That members of the medical pro- 
fession who in any way aid or abet the graduation 
of medical students in irregular or exclusive sys- 
tems of medicine, are deemed thereby to violate 
the spirit of the ethics of the American Medical 
Association. 

Dr. Atkinson presented the following :— 


To the American Medical Association: 

In obedience to the resolution adopted at the 
session of 1875 (p. 50 of Minutes), I have to re- 
port that, in reply to my inquiries, I am informed 
that Boards of Health now exist in Alabama, 
California, Georgia, Massachusetts, Michigan, 
Minnesota, Virginia and Wisconsin, but eight 
States in all. : 

The Secretaries of the several State Societies 
have been applied to for the proper information, 
and in many instances they have informed your 
committee that their State body is urging the 
matter upon their State Legislature. 
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I have written to the Governors of Delaware, 
Indiana; Iowa, Nebraska, New Jersey, New 
York, South Carolina, Texas and Vermont, with 
almost negative results. The present year is 
too full of excitement over the Centennial, the 
approaching Presidential election, and the like, 
to yield much fruit in a matter so unselfish as 
the one in hand. 

The boards of all the States named are con- 
stantly proving the great importance of such 
bodies, except that of Virginia, which seems 
crippled for want of sufficient funds to do what 
is necessary. 

With the hope of a better showing in my next 
report, am, very respectfully, 

a 4 Wx. B. ATKINSON. 

A note of regret from Dr. P. F. Eve was 
read and entered. 

On motion of Dr. H. C. Wood, of Pennsylvania, 


it was 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed by 
- the Chair to solicit from Congress an appro- 
ge for the publication of te subject cata- 
ogue of the National Library, and that the 
State Societies are requested to take such ac- 
tion as may be deemed fit to further said 
object. 

Committee, Drs. H. C. Wood, Toner, and 
Chadwick. 

The Secretary read the following :— 


War DeparTMENT, 
Orrice or Megpicat Statistics, 
Wasuinerton, D, C., June 5th, 1876. 
J. Marion Sims, M.D., President American Medi- 
cal Association. 

Dear Doctor:—I have the honor to trans- 
mit herewith a copy of the Medical Statistics 
of the Provost Marshal General’s Bureau, for 
presentation to the American Medical Associa- 
tion at its present meeting in Philadelphia. 

Very truly yours, J. H. Baxter, mM. D., 
Chief Medical Purveyor U. S. Army, Perma- 


nent member American Medical Association. , 


It was received with thanks. 

Dr. Frothingham offered a communication, 
which was referred to the Council. 
, The Nominating Committee reported as fol- 
ows :— 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS. 


The Committee on Nominations respectfully 
sam the following gentlemen for the various 
ofices named :— 

President~ H. I. Bowditch, of Massachusetts. 

Vice Presidents—N. J. Pittman, of North 
Carolina; Franklin Staples, of Minnesota; 
Joseph R. Smith, of U. g Army; Samuel C. 
Busey, of District of Columbia. 

Treasurer—Dr. Casper Wistar, of Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Librarian—Dr. William Lee, of District of 
Columbia. 

Committee on Library—Dr. Johnson Eliot, 
of District of Columbia. __ 

Assistant Secretary—J. H. Hollister, of Ili- 
nois. 
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Committee of Arrangements—Drs. N. 8S. Da- 
vis, I. W. Freer, H. A. Johnson, T. D. Fitch, H. 
W. Jones, Joseph P. Ross, and Lester Curtis. 

Committee of Publication—Dr. W. B. Atkin- 
son, Chairman; Drs. T. M. Drysdale, Albert 
Fricke, Samuel D. Gross, Casper Wistar, Rich- 
ard J. Dunglison, all of Pennsylvania, and 
William Lee, of District of Columbia. 

Next place of Meeting—Chicago, Illinois. 

Time of Meeting—First Tuesday in June, 
1877. 

The Committee also report the following 
nominations for Chairmen and Secretaries of 
sections for 1877 :— 

1. Practice of Medicine, Materia Medica and 
Physiology.—Dr. P. G. Robinson, of Missouri, 
Chairman, and B. A. Vaughan, of Mississippi, 
Secretary. 

2. Obstetrics and Diseases of Women and 
Child: en.—Dr. James P. White, of New York, 
Chairman, and Robert Battey, of Georgia, 
Secretary. 

3. Surgery and Anatomy.—Dr. D. Hayes 
Agnew, of Pennsylvania, Chairman, and Dr. 
Moses Gunn, of Illinois, Secretary. 

4. Medical Jurisprudence, Chemistry and 
Psychology.—Dr. Eugene Grissom, of North 
Carolina, Chairman, and Dr. E. A. Hildreth, of 
West Virginia, Secretary. 

5. State Medicine me § Public Hygiene.—Dr. 
Ezra M. Hunt, of New Jersey, Chairman, and 
Dr. D. R. Wallace, of Texas, Secretary. Members: 
I. B. Gaston, of Alabama; D. A. Linthicum, 
of Arkansas; W. F. Cheney, of California ; 
Chas. Denison, of Colorado; Chas. A. Linds- 
ley, Conn.; Wm. Marshall, Delaware; F. 
Howard, D. C.; W. F. Westmoreland, Ga.; H. 
Johhson, Ill.; L. D. Waterman, Ind.; A. G. 
Field, Iowa; D. W. Stormont, Kansas; Samuel 
Brandeis, Ky.; 8. M. Bemiss, La.; E. F. 
Sanger, Maine; Chas. H. Orr, Md.; H. I. Bow- 
ditch, Mass.; W. L. Lincoln, Minn.; I. M. 
Taylor, Miss.; F. G. Porter, Mo.; M. W. Rus- 
sell, N. H.; Elisha Harris, N. Y.; H. L. 
Black, Ohio; Benj. Lee, Pa.; E. M. Snow, - 
R.I.; R. A. Kinlock, 8.0.; Thos. A. Atchison, 
Tenn.; T. J. Heard, Texas; J. L. Cabell, Va.; 
L. C. Butler, Vt.; John Frissell, W. Va.; H. 
P. Strong, Wisconsin; G. W. Betton, Fla. ; 
Chas. J. O'Hagan, N. O.; Jno. S. Billings, U. 
S. A.; Jos. Wilson, U. S. N.; Michigan, H. 
O. Hitchcock. 

Committee on Necrology.—Dr. 8. C. Chew, of 
Maryland, Chairman, and L. C. Butler, of Ver- 
mont, Secretary. Members: Drs. John M. Bar- 
—. Alabama; Martin Baker, California; 
G. W. Russell, of Connecticut ; R. G. Jennings, 
Arkansas; L. P. Bush, Delaware; W. W. 
Johnson, District of Columbia; E. J. Kirkscey, 
Georgia; W. Chambers, Illinois; Wm. 
Lomax, Indiana ; J. W. H. Baker, Iowa; L. P. 
Yandell, Sr., Kentucky; 8. C. Gordon, Maine ; 
A. Sager, Michigan; A. J. Steele, Missouri ; 
John Blane, New Jersey ; Gouverneur M. Smith, 
New York ; George Mitchell, Ohio; W. C. War- 
riner, Oregon; Horatio C. Wood, Pennsylva- 
nia ; Charles W. Parsons, Rhode Island ; A. N. 
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Talley, South Carolina ; B. W. Avent, Tenn ; L. 
E. Locke, Texas; L. 8S. Joynes, Virginia; E. 
Burk Haywood, North Carolina ; Darius Mason, 
Wisconsin; —— Fawcett, Vermont; P. F. 
Whitehead, Mississippi; ©. B. Mottram, 
Kansas; Levi G. Hill, New Hampshire; 
Robert W. Hazlett, West Virginia; J. R. 
Bronson, Massachusetts; J. J. Woodward, U. 
8. Army ; Joseph Wilson, U. S. Navy; A. W. 
Stinchfield, Minnesota. 

Judicial Council._—Drs. N. 8. Davis, of 
Illinois; E. L. Howard, of Maryland; W. 0. 
Baldwin, of Alabama; H. W. Dean, New 
York; A. N. Talley, South Carolina; J. P. 
Logan, of Georgia ; D. W. Stormont, of Kansas, 
in place of the seven whose terms expire at 
this meeting. The rest of the present Council 
continue. 

Committee on Prize Essays.—Dr. N. S. Davis, 
Illinois, Chairman: Edmund Andrews, E. 
Ingalls, Moses Gunn, E. P. Cook, all of Ill. 

Special Committee, on Influence of Climate on 
Pulmonary Diseases in Florida, Dr. E. T. Sabal, 
continued. 

Delegates to the International Medical Con 
gress, to be held September 4th, 1876, at Phila- 
delphia.—Dr. H. I. Bowditch, of Massachusetts ; 
E. Seguin, of New York ; Thomas L. Madden, 
of Tennessee; J. S. Welford, of Virginia; A. 
Dunlap, of Ohio ; John T. Hodgen, of Missouri ; 
Joseph Carson, of Pennsylvania ; John C. Dal- 
ton of New York ; W. O. Baldwin, of Alabama; 
D. W. Yandell, of Kentucky; N. 8S. Davis, 
of Illinois; Austin Flint Sr., of New York ; T. 
G. Richardson, of Louisiana ; W. F. Westmore- 
land of Georgia; A.M. Pollock, of Pennsylva- 
nia; Frank Hastings, Hamilton, New York; 
G. M. Bemiss, of Louisiana; L. A. Dugas, of 
Georgia; Francis Bacon, of Connecticut ; Hun- 
ter McGuire, of Virginia; A. J. Shurtleff, of 
California ; E. M. Moore, of New York; O W. 
Holmes, of Massachusetts; G. A. Otis, United 
States Army; F. E. Gunnell, United States 
Navy. Respectfully submitted. 

Samvet Litty, Chairman. 
Joun H. Cartenver, Secretary of the Committee. 
Joun O. Hupp, Assistant Sec. of the Committee. 

Resolved, That the delegation now appointed 
to the International Medical Congress be au- 
thorized to fill vacancies in their body, caused 
either by absence or by those holding duplicate 
appointments. 

(n motion of Dr. Brodie the report was 
adopted. 

Dr. J. L. Atlee moved that $1000 be appro- 
priated to the Permanent Secretary, which was 
adopted. 

Reports from Sections were presented and 
referred to the Committee of Publication. 

On motion the hour of 11 was fixed to hear 
Dr. E. R. Squibb on the revision of the Pharma- 
copoia. 

he President 4 as Committee on 
Bovine Vaccination, Drs. Martin, Foster and S. 
N. Troth. 
The Secretary read the following :— 
The Secretary of the Judical Council was di- 
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rected to report to the Association, that, “In the 
matter of the charges against the Michigan 
State Medical Society, the Council is unable, at 
this time, to come to a decision, because of the 
large amount of documentary, and other evi- 
dence ; and it withholds any expression of opin- 
ion until it shall have been able to give the 
subject the consideration it merits.” 
S. N. Bennam, Secretary. 

On motion of Dr. Bell, 

Resolved, That there be appointed a committee 
of three persons, members of this Association, 
in each‘of those States where there has been 
no action taken for the establishment of Boards 
of health, to urge upon those States the neces- 
sity of the establishment of such Boards. 

The Section of Medical Jurisprudence report- 
ed, and it was referred to the Committee of 
Publication. 

The Surgical Section recommended, by a vote, 
that Dr. J. W. Thompson, of Kentucky, be ap- 
pointed a Committee to report on “ The Inherit- 
ance of Syphilis.” E.T. Rastey, Secretary. 

The Secretary presented the report on Ne- 
crology, which was referred for publication. 

On motion, Dr. R. J. Levis was made a dele- 
gate to foreign societies. : 

The Secretary read the following :— 


Orrices or THE ComMissionERS FoR VicTorI, 
FoR THE PartapeLPHia Exuisition or 1876, 
PuiLavELPHia, June 7, 1876. 


To the President of the Medical Association of 

America, Philadelphia. 

Sir :—I have the honor to request the good 
offices of the Medical Association of America, 
under the following circumstances. ; 

I have been asked by the Medical Associa- 
tion of Victoria to make some inquiries into 
the status of the medical colleges and schools 
of medicine in this country, and the validity of 
the degrees conferred by them. The laws of 
Victoria allow any person to practice medicine 
who possesses a diploma which shows that he 
has received such a medical education as would 
enable him to practice in his own country, and 
the Medical iety of Victoria, while well 
aware that in America, asin other countries, the 
professional status of the alumni of certain 
colleges is much higher than that of those in 
others, have no power or desire to cavil at the 
provisions of the laws. 

It is, however, notorious that persons who 
cannot and have not received any medical edu- 
cation, who in some instances have not been 
absent from the colony for many months, and 
who, prior to their departure, had no acquaint 
ance with any of the branches of medicine or 
surgery, return to Victoria with what purport 
to be American degrees or diplomas, upon the 
strength of which they apply to have their 
names enrolled on the list of gp qualified 
medical practitioners of Victoria. It is quite 
clear that these distinctions which they hold 
must have been gained improperly, and without 
study or examination ; and it is upon this h 
and with the hope of being able to prevent 
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guch frauds upon the public and the profession, 
that I have been requested by the Medical 
Society of Victoria to address you. 

I have, therefore, to ask that you will, at your 
convenience, favor us with a list of the col- 
leges and medical schools in the United States 
which have -he power of conferring degrees 
recognized by the profession in America. 

Hoping that the interests and honor of your 
common profession will be sufficient apology 
for my troubling you, I have the honor to be 
yeur most obedient servant, 

Georce Couiins Savacez, 

Secretary to Royal Commissioners from Vic- 
toria. 

On motion of Dr. J. L. Atlee, it was entered 
on the minutes. 

He moved, also, that the Judicial Council 
give the information. 

Dr. Compton moved that a committee of three 
be appointed io reply to it. 

Dr. H. U. Wood moved, asa substitute, that 
this Association deems it not best, at present, to 
give such sanction to any colleges. 

After much diseussion, Dr. Lilly moved to 
amend, that it be referred to the Council, and 
the Secretary acknowledge its receipt. 

The amendment was adopted and the matter 
was so referred. 

Other discussions arising on this subject, on 
motion of Dr. Toner, all questions relative to 
this matter were laid on the table. 

On motion of Dr. Richardson, Ky., thanks 
were tendered the Committee of Arrangements 
for their efforts to provide fur the Association. 

On motion, Dr. I. P. Davis, Pa., offered the 
following :— 

Resolved, That the Committee of Arrange- 
ments be requested to provide a post office or 
other means of communication between members 
attending conventions of this Association and 
also a hotel register. 

Dr. Pepper moved to amend, that a permanent 
Committee on Business and Arrangements be 
created, who shall take into consideration this 
subject. 

Dr. Davis accepted the amendment, and it 
was adopted. Committee:—Dr. N. S. Davis, 
Illinois, Chairman; Drs. W. Pepper, Pa; W. 
Brodie, Mich.; I. P. Davis, Pa., and J. M. 
Toner, D. C. 

On motion of Dr. J. C. Hupp, W. Va., it was 


Resolved, That the thanks of this Association 
be and are hereby tendered to Drs. D. Hayes 
Agnew, J. Solis Cohen, Louis A. Duhring, H. 
Lenox Hodge, John H. Packard, Wm. H. Pan- 
coast, Wm. Pepper and Ellwood Wilson, for 


‘marked courtesies and attentions to the mem- 


bers of this Association. 

The minutes and papers of the Section on 
Medical Jurisprudence, etc,, were referred to 
the Committee of Publication. 

1 motion, the President was uested to 

mooie @ committee to conduct the President- 

ect to his post, which was composed of Drs. 
J. L. Atlee and Toner. 
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The President-elect, Dr. H. I. Bowditch, of 
Massachusetts, then assumed the Chair. 

The retiring President, Dr. Sims, made a fare- 
well address, to which Dr. Bowditch replied in 
appropriate terms. 

bn motion of Dr. Waterman, of Indiana, it 
was 
Resolved, That the thanks of this Association 
be given to the retiring President and Officers 
of this Association, for their services to this 
body during the year past. 

On motion of Dr. Garcelon, of Maine, Dr. 
Bowditch was requested to serve as a delegate 
to the International Medical Congress, and use 
his own discretion as to all questions which 
might come before it. 

Dr. E. R. Squibb, of New York, then offered 
the following resolutions, which, after a very 
full explanation by that gentleman, were unani- 
mously adopted :— 

Wuereas, The usual time for a decennial 
revision of the United States Pharmacopeeia is 
drawing near ; and, 

Wuenreas, The plan of revision and publica- 
tion in force since 1820 may not now be the 
best that could be devised ; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the American Medical Asso- 
ciation take the whole subject of the National 
Pharmacopeeia into consideration, for a review 
of its management, and for the present time 
with especial reference to the following ques- 
tions :— 

First, Whether the present plan of decennial 
revision and publication be practically sufli- 
cient for the needs of the materia medica and 
pharmacy of the present time; and, if not 
sufficient, whether a plan could be devised 
which might offer probable advantages enough 
to justify an attempt to disturb the present one. 

Second, Whether this Association be the 
proper custodian in this country of the interests 
involved in the National Pharmacopeeia; and 
if it be the ‘proper source of the Nation 
Codex, whom can it invite to c.éperate with it 
in the work? 

Third, If it be a work for this Association, 
in what way can its details be wisely under- 
taken with any prospect of material improve- 
ment upon the present plan? 

Resolved, That in order to facilitate mature 
and general deliberation upon so important a 
subject, the final discussion of these resolutions 
be laid over for at least one year, and that the 
matter be recommended to the President of the 
Association for consideration in his annual 
address for the meeting of 1877. 

On motion of Dr. Sayre, Dr. Squibb was 
requested to reduce to writing his plan, that it 
might be published with the Transactions, and 
that it be made the special order for 10 a. u., 
on the second day of the session of 1877. 

Dr. Woodward, U. 8. A., moved to amend, 
that the whole subject be made the special 
order at that time, and that Dr. Squibb be 
requested to give his views in detail. The 
amendment was adopted, and the resolution as 
amended was adopted. 
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Dr. Bell, Iowa, offered the following, which 
was, on motion, laid upon the table :— 

Resolved, That, as a Centennial memento, 
there be prepared by this Association the 
history of the original discoveries, improve- 
ments, and observations of the past century of 
American medicine, surgery, obstetrics, and 
such collateral branches as may be claimed as 
original productions, and that a committee of 
experts be appointed to report at our next 
annual meeting. 
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On motion of Dr. W. C. Jacob, of Ohio, it 
was 

Resolved, That this Association is under 
marked obligations to Professor L. A. Sayre, 
for his admirable practical demonstration 
of his appliance for Pott’s disease, which, in- 
deed, makes a new era in surgical science. 

A vote of thanks was tendered to the Messrs, 
Kiralfy, for the use of the Alhambra Theatre. 

On motion, adjourned to meet in Chicago, in 
June, 1877. 
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PERISCOPE. 


On Boracic Acid and its Applications. 


This chemical promises to be of no little 
importance’ in local therapeutics as a bland 
antiseptic. ; 

The following is from an article in the Lan- 
cet, by Leonard Cane, m. p., B. s., London, con- 
sulting surgeon to the Peterborough General 
Infirmary :— 

The use of boracic acid and the different 
preparations containing it has been introduced 
as part of the antiseptic system, and its advan- 
tages have been well dwelt upon by Professor 
Lister, Mr. Godlee and others. But it is asa 
— dressing for wounds of all kinds, alto- 
gether apart from the antiseptic system, 
strictly so called, that I wish to draw attention 
to it. 

However great the advantages of Mr. Lister’s 
method of dressing wounds, itis undoubtedly 
felt by the great majority of surgeons, espe- 
cially those engaged in private practice, and 
whose time is often limited, that the details 
and the time required for their proper perform- 


ance practically prevent its use in all ordinary | gt 


cases. In hospital practice, where skilled 
assistance is always at hand, and in the higher 
class of purely surgical practice, I believe that 
the antiseptic mode of dressing wounds is by 
far the best. But we want something which, 
while it has to a certain extent the merits, yet 
is without those tedious details, and which can 
readily be performed by any one without assist- 
ance. 

The preparations of boracic acid have now 
been rather extensively tried by me for some 
months, and in all the cases in which they 
have been used the results have been good, and 
deeidedly better than under the ordinary 
methods of dressing. The most convenient 
forms for use are the boracic (boric) lint and 
cotton-wool, a concentrated watery solution of 
the acid, and boracic ointment. Boracic lint is 
prepared by soaking lint in a saturated boiling 





solution of the acid. On drying the lint a 
copious deposit of fine flaky crystale takes 
place between its fibres. Cotton-wool meh 
similarly served, and when dried and carefully 
picked out forms a very useful dressing. The 
concentrated solution is made by dissolving the 
acid in boiling water to saturation. The oint- 
ment is made by rubbing down one drachm of 
the acid with one ounce of simple ointment, or 
benzoated lard. 

Boracic acid, unlike most antiseptic agents, 
is bland and unirritating ; and, whilst its non- 
volatility renders it less useful in some cases 
than carbolic acid, its great superiority to this 
and to chloride of zinc resides in its unirritating 
nature. The boracic lint is best used as a dry 
dressing, and for recent wounds where sim- 
weg J is desired it has no equal. A pad of 
int applied immediately over the wound, and 
kept in place by pieces of strapping, is all that 
is required, and union by first intention is 4 
common result. 

For boils on the neck and elsewhere the 
boracic lint is an excellent application ; a piece 
—_ enough to hide the boil, and covered 
with a piece of gutta-percha tissue, often gives 
eat relief. For carbuncles and other cases 
in which it is desired to apply a poultice, I 
have found the new “ instantaneous poultice,” 

repared from Iceland moss by Messrs. Rigol- 
ot, a capital and efficient remedy. The al 
tice should be prepared by soaking it for 4 
short time in the boracic lotion, and when 
applied should be covered with gutta-percha 
tissue. He 

Lastly, in some of the vegetable parasitic 
diseases, such as piiyriasis versicolor, tinea 
circinata, etc., the boracic lotion and ointment 
will often be found serviceable. j 

tig to sum up the advantages of boracic 
acid :— 

1. Itis an antiseptic which does not irritate 
and inflame, and so allows the natural pro- 
cesses of healing to go on without much inter- 
ruption. mee 

2. It is exceedingly simple in its application, 
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and can be used apart from all the details 
required by a thoroughly antiseptic method. 

3. It can be used in the shape of the lint 
lotion, cotton-wool, etc., in combination with 
most other methods of treatment. 

4, Its cost is trifling; and though this is of 
secondary importance, it is a feature of the 
treatment which will recommend its employ- 
ment in workhouse infirmaries and in dis- 
pensary and parish practice. 





On Subcutaneous Osteotomy of the Femur. 


This important surgical operation was recently 
ably discussed before the Clinical Society of 
London. Subcutaneous osteotomy, Mr. Adams 
observed, had of late received a great stimulus, 
but bones could not always be divided with the 
same degree of safety or freedom from inflam- 
mation as tendons ; though the great majority 
of cases operated upon had proceeded just as 
favorably as though subcutaneous tenotomy 
had been performed. There were now three 
subcutaneous operations for dividing the neck 
or shaft of the femur, in cases of bony, and 
sometimes in fibrous, anchylosis of the hip-joiat, 
cases which were not previously amenable to 
treatment, except by operations of such magni- 
tude as those of Rhea Barton, of Philadelphia, 
and Sayre, of New York. 1. The operation 
proposed by Mr. Adams, of subcutaneous divi- 
sion of the neck of the thigh-bone: applicable 
to all cases of anchylosis in which there was but 
little diminution in size, or alteration in shape 
of the head and neck of the femur. Twenty- 
four of these operations had been recorded, with 
only one death from pyzmia, and another, eight 
months after the operation, from chronic sup- 
puration, with kidney-disease. 2. Mr. Gant’s 
operation of dividing the shaft of the bone sub- 
cutaneously, with a small saw, just below the 
small trochanter: applicable to cases in which 
the neck of the femur could not be divided in 
consequence of the structural alterations from 
disease. 3. Mr. Maunder’s operation in the 
same situation as Mr. Gant’s, and applicable to 
similar cases, but performed by means of the 
chisel and mallet. Mr. Adams’ experience led 
him to prefer Mr. Gant’s operation, where the 
neck of the femur could not be divided; and he 
believed that the small subcutaneous saw would 
be found a more manageable instrument than 
the chisel and mallet. 

In his operation, the method suggested by 
Professor Volkmann, of Halle, was followed 
by Mr. Maunder, and chisels and a mallet were 
used. A double-edged knife was employed for 
the puncture of the soft parts; and great stress 
was laid upon the division of these in such a 
manner that the wound in the skin should not 
communicate directly with that in the bone. 
Great care had also to be exerted when one in- 
strument was replaced by another, as the knife 
by a chisel and one chisel by another, the one 
instrument being used as a guide to the other. 
The wound might or might not be closed by a 
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catgut suture, and a compress and strapping 
were then employed. Bony union was to be 
encouraged by rest and a suitable splint. Mr. 
Maunder deemed it ene also to support 
the soft parts about the wound, in order to 
prevent oozing into the track of this, by the ap- 

lication of a sand-bag after the patient was in 
bed. After both operations on M. A. J., pri- 
mary union of the soft parts occurred. The 
child was shown standing erect, and with her 
lower extremities parallel. Another instance 
was that of aman aged 21, who lad had hip- 
joint disease for seventeen years, and in whom 
a discharging sinus existed before the operation, 
and existed still. The same operation was per- 
formed, and the deformity was remedied. He 
could stand erect, with the lower extremities 
parallel. Possibly the most interesting case, 
as showing the importance of osteotomy, was 
that of Richard H., aged 30, sailor by occupa- 
tion. He broke his left thigh at sea, and there 
being no surgical aid, the fragments had united 
at an awkward angle, with complete eversion of 
the foot. The man stated that the leg was per- 
fectly useless to him as a sailor, by reason of 
this eversion, and he was most anxious to have 
something done to remedy this condition. Here 
the shaft of the bone was divided. The foot 
could then be turned to the required position, 
and was so maintained. The wound healed 
primarily ; the man never had an ache, ora 
pain, ora disturbed night, and in six weeks bony 
union had occurred. In contemplating osteoto- 


my at the upper extremity of the femur, the. 


point of division must depend upon the condi- 
tion of the parts. Mr. William Adams’ opera- 
tion—section of the neck of the thigh-bone— 
appeared to be applicable to cases of anchylosis 
and deformity in which the head of the bone 
remained in the acetabulum, both without ma- 
terial loss of substance and also in the absence 
of much surrounding thickening about its neck. 
On the other hand, if there were great thicken- 
ing, requiring an extensive use of the saw so as 
to leave large surfaces of sawn bone in apposi- 
tion, this extent of surfaces alone would prevent 
a restoration of the extremity to the desired 

osition, and small benefit only would result 
rom the operation. 





Liquor Potasse in Diphtheria. 


In a letter to the June number of the Boston 
Journal of Chemistry, Dr. Edward H. Sholl, of 
Gainesville, Alabama, says :— 

Some five or more years since, my attention 
was called to an article on this subject in my 
weekly companion, the Mepicat anp Surercan 
Reporter. of Philadelphia, by a physician of 
Philadelphia, whose name I do not now recall, 
directing attention to the use of the liquor po- 
tassz in this disease. 

Not satisfied with any treatment pursued in 
my practice prior to that time, the resolution 
was made to test this. An opportunity was 
soon afforded in a case of an adult male, and of ex- 
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treme severity. To be certain, four physicians 
were called to examine and diagnose the case. 
All agreed as toits specific nature. For more 
than twenty-four hours the disease had been 
treated with iron, chlorate of potash, ammonia, 
etc., but the symptoms of debility, with local 
invasion of the throat, were rapidly increasing. 
All previous medication was suspended, and he 
was put upon the use of the liquor potassz 
alone, in twerity-drop doses every three hours. 
In thirty six hours every trace of the membra- 
nous deposit was gone, and the fever subsiding. 
The patient went on to speedy convalescence, 
and was soon able to leave my office, where I 
had kept him in order to conduct the experiment 
accurately. Since that time the remedy has 
been used, with like result, in every case of 
diphtheria coming under my care, and is given 
in doses suitable to age, every three hours. 
Usually, in the early stage, I alternate it with 
a four-ounce saturated solution of chlorate of 
tash, to which is added one fluid drachm of 
ydrochloric acid and two of tincture of iron, of 
which a small teaspoonful, properly diluted, 
may be given to a child six years old every 
three hours, allowing thus an hour and a half 
between the different medicines. When the 
membrane disappears, the iron mixture is dis- 
continued, and an emulsion of cod-liver oil and 
syrup of lacto-phosphate of lime used till strength 
is restored. The liquor potasse is continued as 
long as the membrane is present, and until the 
fever entirely gives way. 


<a> 
—_ 
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BOOK NOTICES. 

A Manual of the Diseases of the Eye. By C. Macna- 
mara, F.C. U., Ophthalmic Surgeon to the 
Westminster Hospital. Third edition. 8vo, 
pp- 614. Philadelphia, Lindsay & Blakiston, 
1876. 


Although bearing the imprint of a Phila- 
delphia publishing house, we suspect that this 
book was printed in London, and forms one of 
the series of manuals of Messrs. Churchill & 
Co. The author is well known to us, for as 
early as 1866 we received and studied with 
pleasure and satisfaction his “ Lectures on Dis- 
eases of the Eye,” whilst he was Surgeon to the 
Caleuttg Ophthalmic Hospital, and Professor 
of Ophthalmic Medicine and Surgery in the 
Medical College of Calcutta. He was the first 
to show by a carefully-colored drawing, the 
fundus of the eye in the native of India, which 
is quite different from that of a European, and 
this fact we found of great utility in our study 
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and examination of the eyes of the colored 
race,so numerous in this country. Dr. Macna 
mara has been a hard worker, and when in 
India was keenly alive to all the influences of a 
hot climate upon the diseases of the eye. He 
has returned to London, where he was at one 
time the student of the men with whom he now 
associates as colleague ; also as the Ophthalmic 
Surgeon to Westminster, one of the young 
hospitals of the great metropolis. The manual 
under consideration is of very convenient 
size, furnished with most admirable colored 
plates, having fifty-two wood-cuts distributed 
through the text. This volume has an addi- 
tional advantage in the brief marginal notes so 
useful to the student or busy practitioner, who 
at a glance can see what he wants. Snellen’s 
test-types are found upon the concluding pages, 
and in some few instances might be found of 
use. 

Cuapter 1.—Fourteen pages are devoted to 
the anatomy of the eye, not in simple, dry 
detail, but made interesting in its relation to 
diseases of the parts. Two pages are occupied 
with the accommodation of the eye. The eut 
of the vertical section of an eyelid is certainly 
very diagramatic, but is nevertheless correct. 

CuaprTer 11. describes the methods employed 
for the examination of the eye, and for testing 
the vision of patients; the ophthalmoscope, its 
principle and uses; ophthalmoscopic appearances 
of the eye. In this part of the work the col- 
ored illustrations and diagrams will be found of 
great value to those who cannot afford the 
cost of extra plates, because they are se 
lected from the large works of Liebreich, 
Jaeger, Galezowski and Stellwag von Carion. 
He observes :—‘ On the whole, I believe that 
Liebreich’s small ophthalmoscope is preferable 
to all other instruments of the kind.”’ 

Cuaprer 111—Diseases of the Orbit.—This is 
@ most practical chapter, and contains notes of 
many interesting cases during the author's long 
residence in India, while he culls from all 
sourees, not omitting the United States. In 
these two chapters we notice extracts from 
the writings of Drs. Williams and Hodges, of 
Boston. 

Cuaprer 1v—Diseases of the Eyelids.— 
Under the head of diseases of the skin of 
the lids, he enumerates herpes zoster, impetigo, 
leprosy, vitiligo and eczema. The treatmentof the 
pain of herpes zoster is what we have always 
relied upon, and so published in this journal, 
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viz.: a subcutaneous injection of atropia, or mor- 
phia, or, what we like better, the two combined, 
and introduced as near the supra-orbital furamen 
as possible. The extract of belladonna and sul- 
phate of quinine to be administered internally, 
and the acetate of lead lotion applied over the 
inflamed skin (p. 89). Instead of incumbering 
his work with numerous proceedings advocated 
for the cure of chronic entropium and ectro- 
pium, the author gives the operations he has 
himself practiced with success, making, what we 
admire about it, a simple operation, and not 
magnifying it into a most complicated one. 
He, however, refers his readers to works where 
the whole subject is treated in extenso. 

Cuapter v—Diseases of the Lachrymal Pas- 
sage.—In this chapter he follows one of his 
old teachers, Mr. Bowman, discarding the 
“style.” In place of it, the lachrymal duct is 
opened and probes of various sizes are passed 
into the nasal duct. In stricture, complicated 
with a lachrymal fistula, the probe should, if 
possible, be passed through the nasal duct twice 
a week, until itis fully dilated: the natural pas- 
sage of the tears being thus restored, the 
fistula will probably heal of itself. (p. 140.) 

In Cuaprters vi and vii he takes up Diseases 
of the Sclerotic and Conjunctiva, and seems to 
think it hardly wise to retain the word ‘ oph- 
thalmia ” to designate diseases of the conjunc- 
tiva, bat to designate them under hyperemic, 
muco-purulent, purulent, diphtheritic, granular, 
and pustular. This is generally done in this 
country in opththalmic reports. ‘‘ With regard 
to the diphtheritic form of the disease, it is rare 
to meet with a case among the natives of India, 
or, in fact, among the inhabitants of any parts 
of the world, except those of Belgium and cer- 
tain parts of Germany.” In the United States 
we find only two cases of the diphtheritic in one 
thousand. The most prevalent form of con- 
janctivitis is the catarrhal, in which there are 
about five hundred in the thousand ; then fol- 
lows the granular, one hundred and fifty to the 
thousand. In chronic granular conjunctivitis, 
he has tried many of the so-called specifics, but 
has never cured a case. He prefers the use of 
the sulphate of copper, applied to the lids every 
other morning, or until we have induced a con- 
siderable amount of irritation of the parts, end- 
ing in suppurative conjuactivitis of a mild 
character. If the patient is placed in improved 
sanitary conditions, the disease may disappear 
of itself, unless the neoplastic growths have 
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given rise to cicatricial tissue, replacing the 
healthy conjunctiva. In combination with 
general treatment of this description, in chronic 
cases of granular conjunctivitis, complicated, as 
they always are, with more or less haziness of 
the cornea, tannic acid dusted into the afflicted 
eye, once or twice a day, affords the patient a 
better hope of relief than any treatment. “I 
need hardly say that soldiers suffering from 
this form of conjunctivitis in the tropics should 
be sent to Europe.” 

Cuaprer viit.—He takes up the general 
pathology and diseases of the Cornea, conclud- 
ing with an interesting description of leprous 
affections of the cornea and iris among the 
natives of India. As far as his experience goes, 
in treatment by means of tonics, combined with 
arsenic, change of climate and a generous diet, 
he has seen cases improve. We cannot cure the 
disease, but he is persuaded its progress can be 
retarded for years. 

In Chapter 1x our author takes up diseases 
of the Iris, and describes iritis under three 
heads: first, the simple or plastic ; secondly, the 
serous; and lastly, the parenchymatous or 
suppurative. 

Cuaprers x and x1 are devoted to the dis- 
eases of the Choroid, Retina, Elastic Lamina 
and Optic nerve. Our author writes of the 
great importance of excluding the eye from the 
stimulation of light or heat in hyperemia of 
the retina, not omitting the administration or 
tonics (of quinine and arsenic), in all cases sub- 
jected to malarial influences, together with 
change of air. Under the head of Tumors of 
the Retina, he only treats of one form, “ glioma,”’ 
and gives one case of successful removal, with 
an illustrative photograph. He devotes consid- 
erable space to an interesting account of func- 
tional disorders of the retina, “as night, snow, 
lightning and color blindness.”’ 

CHAPTERS XII, XIII, XIV, xv and xvi, are taken 
up with the Diseases of the Vitreous and 
Lens, Strabismus, disorders of Accommodation 
and Refraction, with a short chapter on Con- 
genital Malformations of the Eye. 

In concluding this notice of Dr. Macnamara’s 
work, we would say that we consider it one of 
the best manuals on diseases of the eye, 
and especially well adapted to the wants of 
the student of our day, being well illustrated, 
clear, and condensed, and yet embracing a con- 
sideration of almost everything necessary for 
him to know in Ophthalmology. L. T. 
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QUACK MEDICINES AT THE EXHIBITION. 

It is notoriously easier to pick to pieces than 
to put together, to criticise than to construct. 
In such a vast enterprise as the Exhibition 
which attracts so many thousands to Philadel- 
phia, it were quite miraculous were there not 
divers real shortcomings, besides those various 
discrepancies which result from an effort to har- 
monize conflicting tastes. On all such points 
the judicious visitor will cultivate a cosmopoli- 
tan liberality. But there are some features of 
it which are in no way defensible, and throw 
unquestionable discredit on the managers. One 
of these is the exhibits of quack medicines. 

If there were any difference of opinion among 
competent parties on the propriety of selling 
quack nostrums, the giving prominence to this 
shameful practice might be overlooked. But 
there is none. Not only is it unanimously con- 
demned by every medical journal and society, 
regular, homceopathic, and eclectic, but the 
pharmaceutical associations are a unit in dis- 
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approving of it. This very year the American 
Pharmaceutical Association has commenced a 
serial publication on purpose to discountenance 
the sale by druggists of these secret prepara- 
tioms. Not only this, but in most civilized 
countries legal enactments either prohibit their 
sale or insist on the vendors giving publicity to 
their formule and maintaining their prepara- 
tion in accordance therewith; and the most re- 
spectable newspapers in all countries refuse to 
advertise secret nostrums. 

It is notorious that many of these prepara- 
tions are inert; others are not so, but are dan- 
gerous, especially those for allaying pain and 
producing sleep; while those which are not 
cheats or poisons must necessarily be often 
used when needless or when not indicated, and 
thus work an injury to the public. 

The exhibition of patent and secret nostrums 
can in no sense be a proper feature of an indus- 
trial display. These bottles and pills, both the 
ingredients and manufacture of which are con- 
cealed, give no incentive to culture in any re- 
spect; they teach nothing; the exhibit cannot 
possibly benefit anybody but the proprietor; 
and it does this at the expense of the more igno- 
rant class of visitors, and of the managers of 
the exhibition, on whose intelligence and sense 
of propriety it becomes a conspicuous and lament- 
able commentary. 

We should have had nothing to say on this 
unpleasant subject if the exhibits of the great 
army of quacks had been few and of little pro- 
minence. We should charitably have supposed 
that they had slipped in under favor of the 
crowd, and that silence about them would be 
the wisest. 

But there is no opportunity left to draw this 
conclusion. A concession has been granted one 
notorious Eastern patent-medicine man to put 
up and devote a whole building to the display 
of his nostrums; and in the Main Building 
prominent cases are filled with these certificates 
of American ignorance and gullibility. Circu- 
lars and handbills are prominently laid out for 
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the crowd to pick up; and thus the traffic which 
all honest physicians and pharmaceutists are 
striving to check is fostered and countenanced 
by the very men who should have represented 
the foremost culture and best interests of the 
time. 

Nor does any discretion appear to have been 
used. True, the Commissioners had no means 
of telling whether a quack medicine to which 
they gave the benefit of the exhibition was vine- 
gar and brick-dust. or a more potent material ; 
but it was possible to restrain the energies of 
this class of exhibitors in some directions. We 
have before us two circulars, both from rather 
large exhibitors in Agricultural Hall. One of 
these has sixteen pages extolling an elixir “ for 
preserving the beauty and restoring the health 
of women, and maintaining the strength and 
virility of men”! It is filled with certificates 
and positive promises to cure sterility, uterine 
congestion, puerperal convulsions, (!) and, of 
course, impotence and spermatorrhcea. 

The second circular is in regard to the medi- 
cal value of a certain extract. It commences 
with the following profound remark: “It is 
well known that the source of all diseases is in 
the impurity of the blood and in the crassitude 
of the bodily humors”! And this is the stuff 
the International Centennial Exhibition of 1876 
permits to be supplied for the education and cul- 
ture of its visitors ! 

We do not for a moment suppose that these 
circulars have come to the notice of the Com- 
missioners. But they are not single instances. 
The error was in allowing the exhibition of 
quack medicines at all; and it was a grievous 
one. There is still time to prohibit the distri- 
bution of quack-medicine circulars; and this 
much, out of respect for the profession of medi- 
cine, the respectable body of pharmacists, and 
the intelligent members of the community at 
large, ought to bedone. These, without excer- 
tion, and with entire disinterestedness, have 
over and over again shown the injury done the 
public by secret nostrums. 
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Notes AND CoMMENTS. 
Therapeutical Notes. 
DRESSING FOR BURNS. 

Dr. Q. C. Smith extols, in the Pacific Medical 
and Surgical Journal, the following dressing as 
the best for hurns :— 

Mix subnit. hismuth with pure honey until 
it forms a thick paste, spread the mixture plen- 
tifully over the burned surface and the parts 
near adjoining, as soon as possible after the 
burn occurs. Then cover the parts thickly with 
cotton-wool batting and bind closely. In the 
majority of cases. this dressing should not be 
removed for three or five days, when the parts 
should be immersed in water until the dressing 
is very soft and easily removed. The same 
dressing should be immediately renewed. 

RHEUMATISM MIXTURE. 


The editor of the Nashville Medical Journal 
says of the following prescription that he can 
attest its value in rheumatism, gout, and ail 
other diseases in which there is an excess. of 
proportion of white corpuscles to the red : 


RB. Chlorate potassa, 38s 
Tr. guaiacum, 3ij 
Tr. phytolacca, 3j 
Mue. acac, q. 8. 
Honey, q: 8 
Cinnamon water, q. 8. 3Ziij. 


Teaspoonful every two hours. 


AMMONIA IN RHEUMATISM. 


According to Dr. F. Heller. of Vienna, small 
doses of liquor ammonia, one to two drops, well 


diluted, are mostefficient in rheumatism. He 
gives it in both @hronic and acute, muscular 


and articular rheumatism, with alleged success. 





Acquired Vomiting. 

A surgeon in the British navy. Mr. R. Nelson, 
says. in a recent letter to an English contempo- 
rary :—Vomiting is not always to be considered 
as an objective symptom of disease, and that it 
is a power easily acquired every Eastern 
juggler knows. and turns to good professional 
account. When the food is thrown up in an 
undigested state, and the vomiting confined 
to the period of the morning or evening visits. 
whilst the patient remains well nourished, 
malingering may be strongly suspected, espe- 
cially when any motive for fraud exists. 





| Paris and Fonblanque mention a case where 
|@ young woman in a convent swallowed a 
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quantity of bullock’s bleod previous to being 
visited by a physician, and vomited it up in his 
presence ; and Orfila relates a very disgusting 
case which occurred in La Charité of a girl who 
swallowed her own feces in order to eject them 
again at the visit hour. Beck, in his ‘‘ Medical 
Jurisprudence”’ gives a case of periodical vomit- 
ing, which occurred night and morning, at the 
physician’s visits. In the interval the patient 
ate his usual allowance of food without injuri- 
ous effects, and on his being constantly watched 
the vomiting was found to cease. 


The Observance of Sunday. 


Much discussion has taken place in this city 
on the propriety of opening the Exhibition on 
Sundays. Apart from all questions of a reli- 
gious character, any one who will estimate the 
vast additional amount of labor on man and 
horse which would be required to keep it 
open, will see that it would be injudicious 
thus to make the celebration of our liberty an 
unusual task and heavy toil to thousands. As 
medical men are the sanitary advisers of the 
nation, they should unite in insisting on the 
strict observance of one day in the week as a 
day of rest to the utmost practicable extent. 
Hygiene demands it, and history proves its 
value. 


Philadelphia’s Sanitary Situation. 


The Sanitarian, in commenting on the 
neglect of Brooklyn to protect herself from the 
diseases bred in the swamps and artificial filth- 
ponds in the vicinity of the canal, speaks of 
Philadelphia as “less favorably situated for 
hee'th”’ than Brooklyn. while at the same 
time showing that the rates of mortality here 
are much smaller. 

Cut-and-dried theories of what is and what 
is not a healthy situatien are of little value as 
against carefully-compiled statistics. Philadel- 
phia is healthy, not through careful sanitary 
supervision, but more through its manner of 
building and general sewer-drainage. 


Recreations for Hospital Patients. 


The “ Flower Mission,” of this city, a beauti- 
tiful charity, is actively engaged in sending 
bouquets to the various hospitals. The solace of 
flowers to the bed of sickness is one felt by all 
invalids, and should be furnished to all. An- 
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other kindly suggestion is that of toys to sick 
children. 

The attention of charitable and considerate 
women has been given in this and in other 
American cities to the provision of amusements 
for children in hospitals and other public in. 
stitutions. In private houses where children 
are ill the prescriptions of the physician and 
the care of the nurse are supplemented by the 
bringing out of books, toys, flowers, and what- 
ever else can divert the thoughts of the little 
sufferers. To relieve the mind is to relieve the 
body. Ina place where, whatever else may be 
provided, the solaces of home are absent, such 
remedies are doubly useful. 


CoRRESPONDENCE 


THE CENTENNIAL INTERNATIONAL EXHIBI- 
TION. 


Letter III. 


THE MEDICAL BOTANY OF THE SPANISH- 
AMERICAN EXHIBITS. 


’ Centenntat Exursition, June 8th, 1876. 


Ep. Mep. anv Surc. Reporter :— 


The arrangement which the Commission 
have adopted for the display of articles is such 
that one who wishes to study any particular 
line of products has to walk and search a govd 
deal. At least, I found it 80, when one morn- 
ing I set forth to take a look at the medico- 
botanical collections of our southern neighbors. 
But, for the very reason that they are 80 
scattered, this letter will gain additional value 
asa guide to those who would follow my foot- 
steps. Therefore, instead of taking the coun- 
tries in their geographical position on the map 
of America, I shall follow the geography of the 
Exhibition buildings. 

On entering the west door of the Main Build- 
ing. immediately on the right of the central 
avenue is the space occupied by Chili. Two 
upright cases of bottles contain the economical 
medicinal products of that distant country. 
They are, however. not very striking. Two 
jars of the leaves of Boldoa fragrans and one 
of the bark, indicate that this therapeutic 
novelty is a native of Chili. Eucalyptus bark 
is also shown, and specimens of native species 
of Sanguinaria, Haplapappus, Salvia, Ruta. 
and Weinmannia, all of more or less medical 
interest. i 

The Peruvian collection is near that of Chili, 
to the east. It is conspicuous for its varieties 
of cinchona barks ; but, at the time of my visit, 
the remaining specimens of the medical flora, if 
there are any, were not unpacked. 





June 17, 1876.] 


Mexico is found toward the northeast angle 
of the Main Building. For the very satisfactory 
exhibit it offers, we have to thank the Mexican 
Society of Natural History, which has entered 
into the affair with commendable energy. They 
have sent one hundred and twenty specimens of 
fine native woods and quantities of resins. color- 
ing matters, essences, alimentary products. and 
medicinal plants. The cinchona raised in Mex- 
ico by Seiior Nieto, and the archil of California. 
deserve especial attention. Most of the medical 
herbs are arranged in a case near the window. 
Among them I mav specify the Gonphrena pro- 
cumbens, the leaves of which enjoy a high re- 
pute as a cure for cancer; Ligquidamber styra- 
ciflua, from the vicinity of Vera Cruz; the Croton 
ciliato glandulosum, Cassia, Jalap, Eupatorium, 
Ipecacuanha, etc. The leaves, bark and flowers 
of the Mexican Calisaya are handsomely dis- 
played. There are, also, fine specimens of 
vegetable wax in blocks and candles, made 
from the seeds of the Myrica jalapensis. 

In order to find the remaining collections 
from equatorial America, we must journey over 
to the Agricultural Building. Here, on the 
left— that is, on the western side—we reach first 
the collections of the Estados Unidos de Vene- 
suela. The representation is fair. Quassia 
bark, Copaiva bark, Simaruba bark, Cinchona, 
Sarsaparilla, etc., are shown in moderately 
good specimens. 

Much more complete is the exhibit in medi- 
cal botany of Brazil, which is close to that of 
Venezuela. The whole exhibit is prominent 
and tasteful. The eye is first attracted by the 
numerous and beautiful specimens of native 
woods. The medical plants are shown in pack- 
ages and boxes, fully labeled with their botani- 
cal and popular name, their habitat, and each 
box bears a brief description (in Portuguese) of 
the use and alleged virtues of the specimen. 
Several fine samples of Jaborandi are of course 
prominent. The Acacia angico and the large 
jars of its gum will not be overlooked. It isa 
popular Brazilian local application in leucor- 
rhea, sprains, bruises, etc. Other of the 
indigenous herbs worth noticing are the Croton 
fulous extolled in rheumatism, gout, ete.; the 
Jacoranda procera, employed in syphilis and 
skin diseases; Triumfetta semi-triloba, useful 
in chronic gleet and catarrh ; Dorstenia cordi- 
folia, very popular as a febrifuge, being an 
active diaphoretic and diuretic; a species of 
Erythroxylon from Ceara, recommended as an 
anti-syphilitic and anti-rheumatic. It is also 
said to be eaten by the native wild hog, when 
in its frequent conflicts with venomous serpents 
it does not escape a bite. The Cassia serica, a 
leguminous annual from Ceara, is extolled in 
asthma and catarrhal fever. 

Close to the specimens of the plants is a case 
of fluid extracts prepared from them by the 
pharmacist, Mr. C. Fr. Dias. No doubt any 
one curious to try their alleged properties can 
order from him reliable preparations. 

The collection from the Argentine Republic 
was but partially unpacked when I made my 


Correspondence. 





499 


visit. It is situated in Agricultural Hall also, 
not far from that of Brazil, in a northwesterly 
direction from it. Yours, A. 


Ergot a Galactifuge. 
Ep. Mep. anv Sura. Reporter :— 

Having seen a report of a physician that the 
ergot of corn had arrested the secretion of milk 
in cows that ate it, I concluded to try it the first 
favorable opportunity, which did not present 
itself until in October, 1875. 

Mrs. B., aged about 34 years, healthy and 
well formed, was pregnant the eighth time. Of 
her seven previous confinements only one of her 
children lived any length of time, and it but a 
few monthsonly. Hernipples being imperforate, 
it was impossible to draw the milk from the 
breasts, and in consequence she suffered because 
of from one to four mammary abscesses in each 
breast after each confinement. 

She was delivered of her eighth child October 
30th, 1875, a male, well formed and healthy. 
Her labor was natural, and the placenta and 
membranes were removed without difficulty. I 
immediately ordered :— 


k. Fluid ext. ergot (Squibb’s 
Syr. simplic, aa Zjss. M. 
Sig.—Teaspoonful every four hours. 


On the fourth day her breasts were consider- 
ably swollen and painful to the touch. I ordered 
them to be rubbed with oil of peppermint three 
times daily, and hot fomentations to be kept 
applied. Thirty-six hours after, the swelling and 
pain had disappeared, and Mrs. B. made a good 
recovery, without an abscess or any further 
trouble. 

December 15th, 1875. I delivered Mrs. O., 

rimipara, after a very tedious labor, of a still- 
tare child, at fulltime. I gave her the same 
prescription, she commencing to take it as soon 
as possible after her confinement. At this time 
she was suffering from an intermittent fever, 
and the seventh day after confinement she had 
a slight attack of pelvic metro-peritonitis, 
which passed away speedily, and she made a 
good recovery, without any trouble with her 
breasts. 

April 6th, 1876, I delivered Mrs. H., after 
a prolonged and difficult labor, of a still-born 
child, at full time. I exhibited the same pre- 
scription. The fourth day her left breast 
became swollen, and by the aid of a breast 
pump there was drawn away, perhaps, half an 
ounceof milk. After the use of opium, to ease the 
pain, and hot fomentations, she made a good 
recovery. 

I have prescribed it in a number of other 
cases, where the results were as satisfactory, 
but the cases not as important, and therefore 
not worth reporting. 

Dr. Leonard, of Betroit, Michigan, has had a 
similar experience, as reported in the Chi 
Medical Journal and Examiner, for April, 1876. 


J. B. WasHsurn, M.D. 
Logansport, Ind. 
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News AND MIscELLANY. 


——— 


Association of Superintendents of Institutions for 
e Feeble-minded. 


Among the numerous conventions which this 
Centennial year has called to Philadelphia, that 
of the Superintendents of American institutions 
for the feeble.minded is important and inter- 
esting, as marking an era in the history of this 
comparatively new, but well-tested work. 

On invitation of the Superintendent and 
Board of Directors of the Pennsylvania Institu- 
tion, at Media, the following gentlemen, repre 
senting various State and private establishments, 
met to deliberate :— 

Dr. H. B. Wilbur, Syracuse, New York ; Dr. 
H. Knight, Lakeville, Connecticut; Dr. Tuck, 
Boston, Massachusetts; Dr. G. A. Brown, 
Barre, Massachusetts ; Dr. G. A. Doren, Colum- 
bus, Ohio; Dr. C. T. Wilbur, Jacksonville, 
Illinois; Dr. E. Seguin, a distinguished 
author of text-books and essays on idiocy, in 
both French and English; and Dr. Isaac N. 
Kerlin, of Pennsylvania. These gentlemen 
represent seven American institutions, in which 
are domiciled and trained 1214 of this formerly 
neglected class. 

The business of the meeting was to discuss 
the position which the work now holds, and to 
form an Association of Medical Superintendents, 
and others who are interested. 

It would seem that the capacity for improve- 
ment of the pupils and patients varies in the 
different institutions; from ten to twenty per 
cent. of the total number may be rendered self- 
supporting ; the habits of almost all can be im- 
proved, so as to render their lives happier to 
themselves and less burdensome to others. A 
number of important questions were, for want 
of time, laid over for future discussion, such as 
a proper nomenclature for the diverse forms of 
idiocy ; whether education and training should 
be based on physical considerations ; whether it 
should commence at the earliest age at which 
those afflicted can dispense with the mother’s 
care ; whether the efforts of the institution should 
look to the industrial occupation of all who 
can be taught to work, irrespective of the class in 
society from which the child comes ; the treat- 
ment of adults, whether they can be sent back 
to their homes, be boarded out, or be best. con- 

egated in adult asylums, to be managed as in- 

ustrial establishments for manufacturing, or 
agricultural industry. 

To further the national interest in, and the 
growth of, the work, an organization was 
effected under a suitable title, the meetings of 
which will be held annually; the next at 
Columbus, Ohio, on June 5, 1877. The objects 
of the Association are thus briefly stated in Art. 
2 of the Constitution, e. g.: *‘ The discussion of 
all questions relating to the causes, conditions, 
and statistics of idiocy, and to the management, 
training and education of idiots and feeble- 
minded persons. The Association shall also 
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lend its influence to the establishment and fog- 
tering of asylums and institutions for this class 
of defectives wherever needed.” 


West Virginia State Medical Society. 


This Society met at Wheeling, June Ist, 
Vice-president Dr. J. O. Wall in the chair. 
There was a full attendance, and « number of 
papers were read and referred to the Committee 
of Publication. 

The following officers were elected :— 

President—Dr. BK. A. Hildreth, of Wheeling. 

First Vice-president—Dr. Hukill, of Brooke 
county. 

Second Vice-president —Dr. Shriver, of Brooke 
county. 

Third Vice-president—Dr. Morgan. 

Treasurer—Dr. John C. Hupp, of Wheeling. 

Secretary—Dr. William M. Dent, of Grafton. 


Board of Censors—Drs. Stidger, Van Kirk, 
itchie, Ramsey, Brock, Brownfield, 


Hall, of 
Campbell. 


Personation of Eminent Physicians. 


Hardly a physician attains eminence but that 
some low-lived quack assumes his name, and 
travels under it. Dr. Sichel, of Paris, the 
eminent oculist, was much annoyed hy the acts 
of a rogue, who went about under his name, 
sometimes declaring that he was Dr. Sichel’s 
brother, and at others that he was the doctor 
himself. Latterly, he was trying his fortune 
at Havre, where a former assistant of Dr. 
Sichel’s had him arrested. Once taken, he was 
dealt with sharply enough, being sentenced to 
two years’ imprisonment and a fine of 600 fr. 
He was also condemned to pay Dr. Sichel 1000 
fr. damages, and to advertise his condemnation 
in a great number of the Paris and provincial 
newspapers. 


Personal. 


—Professor Granville Dowell, m. p., of Texas, 
is in this city, at the La Pierre House. super- 
intending the publication of his “ Treatise 
on Hernia.” This work, of 250 pp., will be 
furnished subscribers at $3. It will be a most 
valuable contribution to surgery. 

—Professor Schiff, the distinguished physi- 
ologist of Florence, has accepted a call to the 
chair of physiology in the new medical depart- 
ment of the University of Geneva. 


—Dr. M. K. Mavity, Secretary of the Board 
of Health of Kokoma, Ind., reports 21 deaths 
per 1000, in 1875, in that city. 

———————— > +e 


DEATHS. 


WaAuGH.—Dr. Alexander Waugh died at Nava- 
sota, Texas, on the 30th of April, 1876, * 

He was born in Fauquier County reinis, pwn 
ticed a few years in Missouri, when declining health 
caused him to visit Texas, where he spent about 
fifteen years, being constantly engaged in practice. 





